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ENCL. B 
 
November 13, 2001     
 
 
To:  Whom It May Concern 
 
 
Re:   Columbian Home Products 
 Japanese Import Steel Tariff Exemption 
 
My name is Dean Samford and I have been employed in this facility since 1964 in various 
tooling, product design, technical, and management positions.  I am currently Production 
Superintendent.  The company name has changed from Columbian Enameling and Stamping 
to General Housewares Corporation to Colombian Home products during my tenure here.  
The products produced continue to be enamel-coated steel cookware.  This facility has been 
manufacturing similar products in this location since 1902. 
 
In 1984 I as assigned the responsibility of rewriting the steel specifications and negotiating the 
production of steel to these specifications with our suppliers.  The specifications were 
determined after a two year study of chemical and metallurgical analysis of the steels, analysis 
of the mechanical properties (including formability and surface detail for enamel adhesion) 
required to manufacture our product, and process scrap and yield performance. 
 
After reviewing all of the United States domestic producers who were willing o participate in 
the study and the Japanese company NKK, it was concluded that the Japanese NKK steel best 
met our ope ration needs.  NKK was clearly the most superior and consistent quality of 
formability and yield.  The specification that provided our business with the best end product 
with the highest yield was a slightly more restricted specification of ASTM -A625 (single-
reduced Black Plate .0141 inches thickness and less) and of specification ASTM -A619 (cold-
rolled drawing quality steel .0142 inches thickness or more). 
 
We have had a number of domestic suppliers who have successfully produced this product for 
us over t he years; however, they have all resisted making the product for us.  Several have 
withdrawn from supplying our business because our product is increasing less in general 
demand and therefore, a small production run for them.  Our current supplier (LTC/US Steel) 
is now beginning to resist continuation of production for our specifications.  In the past month 
they have twice told us they would either not supply us or demanded that we commit to far 
larger quantities of steel than we had in the past.  The only consistent supplier of steel with 
good quality, yield and promise of delivery has been the Japanese imported steel form 
Marubeni -Itochu. 
 
 
In order to stay in business our process demands we have steel that meets the modified ASTM 
specifications we publish.  If we are not able to continue to purchase steel Japanese supplier 
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without price penalties, we will suffer extreme economic hardship to include potential closure 
of the business.  With 150 + jobs at risk, it is an unacceptable alternative for the people whose 
jobs depend upon the continuation of this business to not receive an exemption allowing 
importation of the needed Japanese steel without tariff penalties. 
 
Please grant the exemption requested. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Dean Samford 
Production Superintendent  
Columbian Home Products 
812-238-5026 
 
 
 
 


